Inflammatory mediators and neonatal sepsis. Rarely has so little been known by so many about so much.
Many questions remain unanswered (and probably many more remain unasked) about neonatal sepsis. In addition, many mediators of inflammation have been implicated in neonatal sepsis at one time or another. The goal of this article is to put together what the authors view as some of the more important outstanding questions with what is known about some of the more important mediators. We address four questions specifically: (1) Why is neonatal sepsis different from all other (adult) sepsis? (2) 41Is control of pulmonary hypertension the white whale or red herring in neonatal septic shock? (3) Is sepsis more like dominoes or like 52 pick-up? and (4) Is disruption of QO2/VO2 coupling a legitimate clinical concern or a laboratory anomaly?